
 

 

                                                       From the Pastor  

 

Commitment Sunday is Coming!  Itôs time to start considering Christian Stewardship and what it means to 

You! This is the time that we Christians are called to take stock of our lives, our gifts, our talents and 

treasures. Who are we in Christ? How are we to serve Christ in this world? How can our ñgiftsò increase the 

in-breaking of Godôs kingdom? Stewardship is not just about money, although it certainly helps. Stewardship 

is a way of Christian living. It is living out the gospel message everyday. Stewardship is really about 

relationshipsðwith God, with family, with friends, with our community and all of creation. 

This is a time to take stock of our gifts. What I mean by ñgiftsò are the special things about each of us that 

God has given to us: good management skills, keen perception, organization, insight, joy, an open heart, 

optimism, pessimism, flexibility, inductive thinking, deductive reasoning, rigid thinking, healing, teaching 

skills, a thirst for learning, caution, strength, stability, and so forth. In his bounty, God has showered each of 

us with a variety of these practical ñgifts.ò  

Each of us must choose how we will employ our gifts. Stewardship means remaining mindful of the one who 

gave us our gifts in the first place. Christian stewardship means that we serve Christ; it means remembering 

for whose glory we serve. I urge you to take this next month to consider the many and diverse gifts that God 

has bestowed upon you. Have you used those gifts wisely? Have you sought to improve on them? Have you 

thanked God for those gifts lately? Have you taught your children to thank God? 

Ironically, despite everything that God gives us of his own creation, he asks only for one tenth in return. The 

10 percent represents the ñfirst fruitsò of our labors, the ñtitheò that reminds us that it really all belongs to 

God anyway.  Interestingly, God even models tithing and the giving of first fruits for us.  

¶ God gave humanity as the first fruits of all creation [James 1:18]. 

¶ In Godôs relationship with humanity, he considered his relationship with Israel as the first fruits of all 

other nations [Jeremiah 2:3]. 

And God gave his own self. The resurrection of Christ is the gift, the first fruits, of our resurrection [1 Cor 

15:20]. 

Christ, the Good Shepherd, came and gave his very life that we might have life and have it abundantly 

[John 10:10]. His ñtitheò was his very life; what is yours?  

Pastor Lin +  
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John Raleigh Mott, Evangelist and Ecumenical Pioneer, 1955 ~ October 3 
 
John Mott was born in Livingston Manor, New York in 1865, and moved with 
family to Iowa in September of that year. After graduating from Cornell University 
in 1888, Mott became student secretary of the International Committee of the 
YMCA. In 1895 he became General Secretary of the World Student Christian 
Federation, and in 1901 he was appointed the Assistant General Secretary of the 
YMCA. 
 
During WWI, President Woodrow Wilson appointed him to the National War Work 
Council, for which he received the Distinguished Service Medal. 
 
His ecumenical work was rooted in the missionary slogan: ñThe Evangelization of 
the World in this Generation.ò Convinced of the need for better cooperation among 
Christian communions in the global mission field, he served as chairman of the 
committee that organized the International Missionary Conference in Edinburgh in 
1910, over which he also presided. 
 
Considered to be the broadest gathering of Christians up to that point, it is from this Conference that the 
modern ecumenical movement began. Speaking before the Conference, Mott summed up his view of Christian 
missions: ñIt is a startling and solemnizing fact that even as late as the twentieth century, the Great Command 
of Jesus Christ to carry the Gospel to all mankind is still so largely unfulfilledé.The church is confronted 
today, as in no preceding generation, with a literally worldwide opportunity to make Christ known.ò 
 
Mott continued his involvement in the developing ecumenical movement, participating in the Faith and Order 
Conference at Lausanne in 1927, and was Vice-President of the Second World Conference on Faith and Order 
in Edinburgh (1937).  
 
In 1946 he received the Nobel Peace Prize for his work in establishing and strengthening international 
organizations that worked for peace. The World Council of Churches, the founding of which was largely 
driven by Mottôs efforts, elected him its life-long Honorary President in 1948. Mott died in 1955. 
 

 
John Wyclif, Priest and Prophetic Witness, 1384 ~ October 30 
 
John Wyclif is remembered as a forerunner of the Protestant Reformation. 
 
Born in Yorkshire, England, around 1330, Wyclif was educated at Oxford. 
Although he served as a parish priest he spent most of his vocation teaching 
theology and philosophy at Oxford and was celebrated for his academic 
achievements. 
 
In 1374, Wyclif defended the position of the Crown during a dispute with the 
papacy over finances. Because of his newfound notoriety Wyclif gathered around 
him a group of powerful patrons who were able to provide a reasonable level of 
safe haven and security for him. This meant that Wyclif could begin to test some of 
his theological views that were at odds with and critical of the positions of the 
medieval church. Without the support of such powerful allies, Wyclif, a priest and 
university professor, could never have withstood the discipline that would have 
come his way. 
 



A number of Wyclifôs radical ideas got worked out in the centuries that followed as the movement toward 
reformation gained momentum. Wyclif believed that believers could have a direct, unmediated relationship 
with God, not requiring the intervention of the church or its priesthood. Je held that a national church could be 
fully and completely the church and not have to tolerate the interference and abuse of international, i.e. papal, 
authority. Believing that the Scriptures should be available to all who could read them and not mediated 
through the instruction of the church, Wyclif translated the Vulgateðthe Latin edition of the Bibleðinto 
English. 
 
The tables turned dramatically when Wyclif questioned the eucharistic doctrine of transubstantiation. He 
believed that the underlying philosophy was problematic and that the popular piety flowing from it inevitably 
led to superstitious behaviors. He was condemned for his eucharistic views in 1381. Although Wyclif had 
nothing to do with inciting the Peasantsô Revolt of the same year, he became an easy target for blame. He 
retired, left Oxford, and died three years later in Leicestershire. 
 
Later reformers like Martin Luther of Germany acknowledged their debt to Wyclifôs earlier work. 

 

MORE, ñ101 Reasons to be an Episcopalianòð 

Reason # 67:  ñEpiscopalians believe in moderation in all things, including moderation.ò  
Sheena A. Lawrence, Diocese of Atlanta 

 

Reason # 1:  ñAnglicanism is at its best, its liturgy, its poetry, its music and its life can 
create a world of wonder in which it is very easy to fall in love with God.ò  The Rev. 
Urban T. Holmes, III, [Priest, Theologian, Seminary Dean] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to those who have given to the Rectorôs Discretionary Fund.  Recently, we were able to assist Mrs. 
C, a rural householder with three small children who was moving to less expensive, more affordable 
housing. We were able to provide her with the necessary funds for her deposits on rent and power. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=episcopalean+symbols&view=detail&id=6465CAFEA5D9A9B2D88CB1BE37B7BAB48E697CC4&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


 

 

 

 

October is Feed My Lambs month!  We are collecting healthy weekend meals and snacks for Orange 
Elementary School children who are food insecure.  Please drop off healthy, lightweight, single-serving snacks 
and meals.  We cannot take boxed drinks, anything in glass containers, or anything past itôs expiration date.   

October 22nd is Shoebox Sunday.  Please join us between the 8am and 10:15am services 
in Robertson Hall to assemble and fill shoeboxes for Samaritanôs purse.  These boxes will be 
filled with toys, school supplies, and personal care items and be sent to children around the 
world.  Most wanted items are non-violent toys, school supplies, toothbrushes, combs, and 
small balls or deflated soccer balls with pumps.  We also welcome monetary donations to 
purchase the items and help offset the $9 per box shipping cost.  We CANNOT accept 
toothpaste or candy of any kind.  

Please join us in Taylor Park on October 31st for our  Halloween Book Giveaway.  Downtown  
Orangeôs Main Street Halloween event is as much fun for the St. Thomas book treaters as it is for 
the children!  Setup begins at 3pm, and the book hand out is from 4pm-6pm. Come in costume or 
in your best fall colors! 

Mark your calendars for November 19 to assist us in assembling Thanksgiving Food Baskets for 
area residents. Sign-ups for food donations to go in the baskets will be posted beginning 
October 29th. 

Our Christmas Bazaar, to benefit the Christian Emergency Council, will be held Saturday,  
December 2nd, and Sunday December 3rd after services. Please consider donating home-baked 
goodies and hand made items!  

From the Senior Warden  

 

As we start the Fall Stewardship Campaign, I have a thought to share with you. We have always heard the 

saying that it is better to give than to receive. We all hear a great deal about giving during this time of year but 

I suggest that we look at Stewardship from another direction, receiving rather than giving. 

What if instead of receiving a ñgiving letterò from St. Thomas this year, we sent out a letter asking you to think 

of all you have received? Would you think of your freedom, your home, your job, your family? Would you 

think about your faith, your time spent in the quiet and beauty of St. Thomas, Pastor Linôs many learning 

opportunities, the healing and comforting, the celebrating that goes on at our Church? 

Stewardship is gratitude, our grateful recognition that everything we have is a gift from God.  It is giving 

thanks for all we have received. It is a thankful response to Godôs graciousness to us! 

Each of us needs to say thank you to God for all that we are and all that we have. Wonôt you please take the 

time to think of all you have received and fill out your pledge card soon? 

Blessings to you all, 

Sunny Carr  

Senior Warden  



Preschool News!  
 
St. Thomas Community Preschool is 
entering its 10th year and our 2017-18 
school year is off to a great start! We 
have a wonderful group of children and 
families this year including 12 new 
students.  
 
In September, our focus is to familiarize 
the students with the classroom, their 
fellow students, routines, and their 
teachers. It is always so amazing to me 
how quickly our new preschoolers pick 
up on our school routines and 
transitions. 
 
This month we learned about colors, 
shapes, and apples.  We had Mrs. 
Caroline Baldwin, a musician and 
Musik Garten teacher, come to teach 
music and movement to our 
preschoolers.  We had our first walking field trip to the Orange County Library for story time with Ms. 
Michelle.  We will be visiting Graves Mountain Apple Orchard for our unit on apples. 
 
We are looking forward to a fun filled fall at preschool! 

Flower Guild  

 

 

 

 

We are going to start up a Flower Guild. Members would help with holiday and special occasion necessities 
and also make arrangements for the altar when we do not have a donor for a Sunday. 

We are anxious that women, men, and teenagers will join us in this endeavor. We do not expect guild members 
to purchase flowers. Flowers and greens from oneôs garden, or perhaps from a neighborôs garden, can be  
beautiful and even more special than what might come from a florist. We will offer instruction to those that 
may not have arranged flowers before. Itôs easier than you think! 

An organizational meeting will soon be announced. Please join us. The more the merrier! For further 
information, contact Bobbye Davies (672-4179, bobbyedavies@yahoo.com), Catherine Gillespie, or Virginia  
Donnelly. 

 

mailto:bobbyedavies@yahoo.com


Outdoor Exploration 

Finger painting fun 

St. Thomas 2017 -2018 Preschool  



The St. Thomas Preschool Two-Day Program still has a few openings!   

Anyone interested contact stthomascommpreschool@gmail.com or 540-672-2337. 

Story Time 

St. Thomas 2017 -2018 Preschool  


