
 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent     “ The Choice for God ” 

Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:1-13; Heb 5:5-10; Jn 12:20-33 
 

In the Woodberry Forest School Chapel, there is “The Boy’s Prayer” on the wall. It prays to: “stand for the 

hard right against the easy wrong.” It is about making the ‘right’ choices in life and not taking the 

expedient, often ‘quick fix’ of an easier wrong. For most of the boys there, those choices may revolve 

around: lying, cheating, or violating various school regulations. But you can tell that an adult wrote that 

prayer. An adult who knew something about living and just how tough it can be to make the ‘right’ choices, 

and to shy away from the expedient, ‘quick fix’ of the “easy wrong.” 
 

Every adult has faced some tough choices. It can be so seductive and easy to choose to do what suits you, 

to justify the “easy wrong,” especially when it benefits you.  
 

• Do I tell my employer, my principal, my coach, that the course he or she has chosen is the wrong one 

and thereby mark myself as a potential ‘troublemaker’ or ‘non-team player’? Or, do I keep my mouth 

shut and watch our program founder? 
 

• Do I withhold important information that leads a co-worker to make a poor decision so that I can look 

good? Perhaps even get promoted? Or do I share that information, even though I’m certain that same 

co-worker will never acknowledge my assistance? Or worse, gain a promotion or advantage over me? 
 

• When I see an injustice take place, do I step in to stop it or address it? Or, do I keep my head down and 

hope it doesn’t come my way or effect me? 
 

• Do I ignore my children’s self-destructive behavior (convincing myself they’ll just ‘outgrow it’)? Or do 

I engage it head-on, knowing my children may hate me for it? 
 

• Should I go on that “trip of a lifetime?” Or pay for the extended care for my elderly parents? 
 

• Should I have an affair? Should I sue the family who hit my car? Should I have an abortion? Should I 

adopt another child? Should I walk away from my marriage? 
 

The list of choices we adults make can be endless; and most of them are not easy choices. Even when we 

do pick the “expedient, quick fix,” the choices are rarely that easy. Many can be deeply troubling. Many 

can wrench our souls and immobilize us with fear, fear of the uncertainty, fear of the unknown, fear of 

failure, fear of pain, fear of loss. The toughest choices can threaten to overwhelm us, sometimes with 

frightful consequences. 
 

The good news is that we are in good company. As we see in today’s gospel reading, even Jesus had to 

make a tough choice. Jesus has to choose: will he continue a ministry that has him on a collision course 

with the authorities and death? Or will he choose the expedient, quick fix, self-serving choice, and just 

return to Galilee and quietly build tables and chairs for a living? 
 

Jesus says that, “his soul is troubled.” [Jn 12.27] Really? This is God himself, the Word made flesh! The one 

who walked on water, who healed the lame and the blind, who raised the dead to life, and he’s troubled? 

Yes! And, mightily so. In fact, the original Greek statement is much stronger. It’s more like: “My heart, 

…my soul, my inmost being, …..is troubled, upset, disturbed; I am in turmoil, frightened; My soul is 

terrified.” [strong language…strong words] 



 

 

Jesus knows full well what awaits him: brutal suffering and an ignominious death. And for what?  Certainly 

not for himself, but for a bunch of fools who cannot even correctly do something as simple as God’s last 

command to: “Love one another.”[Jn 15:12] Jesus intentionally and obediently chose the harder path. He 

chose it for us. He chose the “harder right,” to save us from our own foolishness. 
 

The good thing is that we are not alone in our need to make tough choices. Christ himself has been there, 

he stands with us, and he gives us the key to making the right choice. Jesus demonstrates for us how to 

make the “hard right choices.” The key is to choose God and to be faithful to God. When faced with the 

tough choices that life throws at us all, we need only ask, “How can I be most faithful and obedient, to the 

God of love and light? Unfortunately, the “hard right:” often entails self-sacrificing love, while the “easy 

wrong:” almost always provides personal gain or gratification, which is why the choice is so very hard. 
 

That Woodberry Forest School “Boy’s Prayer” is a good one; it is far deeper than any of those boys yet 

know, because the hardest choice anyone can make is to choose God, to choose to follow Christ. After that, 

it becomes a matter of asking, “Do I bow to the expedient demands of this world, this culture? Or do I stand 

with Christ?” In the end, it really does matter: Choosing the “hard right”….will gain you the Kingdom; 

Choosing the “easy wrong”…..will lose it. 
 

 “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Ps 51:11 

 

What are the implications and meanings for you in today’s readings?  
 

1. In John 12:24, Jesus uses the analogy of a grain of wheat that falls on the earth and “dies;” but when it 

dies, it bears much “fruit.” Spend some time reflecting on how Jesus compares the grain of wheat to our 

brief human life and death.  The single ‘grain’ does not look like the growing plant that rises from its 

‘death.’ 

a. What does that imply to you about your own death (and resurrection)? 
 

2. Jesus had to make a difficult choice: Save Himself or Save Humanity.  Spend some time reflecting on 

some of the difficult choices you have had to make in your life. 

      a.  How did you choose?  Did you choose the ‘harder right’ or the ‘easy wrong’?  What happened? 

      b.  If you could go back and change your choice(s), would you?  Why? 
 

 3.  In our reading from the Prophet Jeremiah, God says that he will create a ‘new law’ and write it on 

peoples’ hearts and that we will know God then. 

      a.  What times in your life do you feel you have ‘known’ God? 
 

For the Biblical Scholars  
 

• Why is it so significant that some “Greeks” wanted to meet Jesus in Jerusalem, in John 12:20-26? 

• Who is Melchizedek and why does the author of The Letter to the Hebrews refer to Jesus in relation to 

Melchizedek? [Heb 5:5-10]  Hint: read Genesis 14] 

• In Jeremiah 31:31, God refers to “the house of Israel and the house of Judah.”  What is God referring 

to and why are there two “houses”? 


